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0y first encoXnter with )ernanG 3oXillon·s worN was when 
, stXmEleG Xpon a few photographs of 5esiGence 9ictor�HXgo 
�����²����� in a pXElication , was reaGing. , rememEer thinN�
ing that it was MXst another e[ample of a large�scale classical 
20th centXry Gevelopment� the typical architectXre that 
stXGents were aGviseG to avoiG. ,t wasn·t Xntil later when 
, learneG that in orGer to appreciate 3oXillon·s architectXral 
legacy� , haG to looN at it from afar anG try to XnGerstanG 
what he calleG ¶the finisheG composition·.

7hose familiar with 3oXillon·s worN Nnow that he 
meticXloXsly comEineG XrEan anG architectXral agenGas� 
Geveloping large�scale resiGential proMects characteriseG 
Ey their inGiviGXality anG integrity. 7o the Xnfamiliar eye� 
however� his proMects might appear as MXst another classical 
post�war Gevelopment ² the type wiGely criticiseG or even 
GemolisheG toGay.

5esiGence 9ictor HXgo� ����²����.
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3hilosophy anG $pproach

3oXillon stXGieG at the (cole Ges %eaX[�$rts in 3aris ������ 
anG starteG his career in $i[�en�3rovence anG 0arseille� 
collaEorating with $XgXste 3erret on the reconstrXction 
of the 9ieX[ 3ort Gistrict. 8nliNe the open�plan Gesigns 
of post�war� large�scale constrXction proMects� 3oXillon 
preferreG forms that resemEleG sTXares anG coXrtyarGs. 
´When planning a town� it is not a TXestion of simply Grawing 
Xp a plan� one mXst imagine each architectXral strXctXre in 
minXte Getail. >...@ 7he shape anG appearance of the EXilGings 
shoXlG Gictate the layoXt of the town.µ

3oXillon·s firm� &omptoir 1ational GX Logement� 
hanGleG the Gevelopment� constrXction anG architectXre 
of his proMects� liNely enaEling him to achieve his vision of 
¶the finisheG composition· anG to ¶imagine each architectXral 
strXctXre in minXte Getail.·

He focXseG on the power of evocation� resXlting 
in coherent anG consistent EXilGings. His aEility to view 
constrXction� architectXre anG the XrEan form as a whole 
createG EXilGings with their own aXtonomy. $lthoXgh 
inÁXenceG Ey familiar classical proportions� he avoiGeG 
neo�classicism� which enGoweG his worN with a timeless 
TXality. His talent for comEining Giversity anG repetition 
is remarNaEle ² in his worN� the Eay as a Xnit of form proviGes 
repetition anG tempo� Gefining anG pXnctXating the overall 
appearance of the EXilGing.

1otaEle 3roMects

,n 5esiGence %Xffalo �����²����� 2 � 3oXillon GevelopeG 
a social resiGential clXster with royal�liNe proportions anG 
materials. 7he proMect·s scale� inner coXrtyarGs anG e[clXsive 
Xse of natXral stone evoNe the amEience of 3alais 5oyal 
or 3lace Ge 9ogXe in 3aris. 7he sXEtle changes Eetween 
Gifferent Eays anG the proportions of openings give this 
proMect its roEXst anG rich character. 7he TXality anG 
maintenance of the proMect·s pXElic spaces remain re�
marNaEle to this Gay. %y creating sXch a ¶royal· environment� 
the inhaEitants are aEle to appreciate the place they live in.

5esiGence GX 3oint GX JoXr �����²������ is a plan 
with ����� Gwellings that Xncannily achieves a pleasant XrEan 
environment. ,n this proMect� 3oXillon e[emplifies his aEility 

´When planning 
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Grawing Xp a plan� 
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to aGGress XrEan anG architectXral agenGas simXltaneoXsly. 
7he EXilGings· composition in the ensemEle anG the transition 
from one faoaGe Eay to the ne[t e[press his talent for creating 
a rich anG Giverse architectXral anG social environment. 
7he pXElic garGens� foXntains� colonnaGe anG transparent 
entrances on the groXnG level all participate in this XniTXe 
¶finisheG composition�· Gefining the proMect as a place 
that reÁects the city in itself.

$ 3ersonal (ncoXnter

On one of my visits to 5esiGence GX 3oint GX JoXr� , haG 
the chance to meet an olG man who haG Eeen living there 
for over thirty years. He GescriEeG how nice it was to live 
there anG the fact that almost nothing haG changeG. He then 
inviteG me to his apartment on the ��th Áoor. $s , was entering 
the apartment� , was immeGiately e[poseG to the TXality 
of the plan. His first TXestion to me was� ́ 'iG yoX Nnow that 
he was in prison"µ

5esiGence GX 3oint GX JoXr� 
����²����.
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5esiGence le 3arc� ����²����.

7he 6haGow of 6canGal

7he ���� EanNrXptcy anG sXEseTXent collapse of 3oXillon·s 
architectXral anG engineering firm� &omptoir 1ational GX 
Logement� has Eeen sensationali]eG in )rance� overshaGow�
ing his worN. 3oXillon·s career in )rance stoppeG the moment 
he was arresteG� anG after serving time in prison� he migrateG 
to $lgeria in ����. He then continXeG to Gevelop proMects in 
$lgeria� ,ran anG 0orocco Xntil he retXrneG to )rance in ���� 
at the age of ��. He haG several proMects XnGer Gevelopment 
when he passeG away in ����.
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1955–1957 

3antin
5psiGence 9ictor�HXgo

1 
��� apartments anG commercial
��� $venXe Jean Lolive� 
����� 3antin� )rance

� minXtes walN from 0etro �� eglise 
Ge 3antin to $venXe Jean Lolive
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0ontroXge
5psiGence %Xffalo

2 
��� apartments anG commercial
$venXe )ort� 
����� 0ontroXge� )rance

�� minXtes walN from 5(5 %� 
Laplace to $venXe )ort
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%oXlogne�%illancoXrt 
5psiGence GX 3oint�GX�JoXr

� 
����� apartments anG commercial
5Xe 1eXve 6aint�*ermain� 
����� %oXlogne�%illancoXrt� )rance

�� minXtes walN from 0etro �� 
0arcel 6emEat to 5Xe 1eXve 
6aint�*ermain
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����²����
0eXGon la )oret

5psiGance Le 3arc

� 
����� apartments anG commercial
$venXe GX *pnpral Ge *aXlle� 
0eXGon� )rance

5(5 & ² 0eXGon 9al )leXry 
from the station EXs no. ��� 
to (glise Ge 0eXGon�la�forrt
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*ranG (nsemEles in 3aris
$ll ,9 *ranG (nsemEles in 3aris can Ee visiteG in one 
amEitioXs Gay. )rom my e[perience� to XnGerstanG the worN 
of 3oXillon� anG to appreciate his aEility to create an architec�
tXral whole that is visXally striNing anG e[ceptionally roEXst� 
one mXst visit these proMects in person. 

� 
0eXGon la )oret� 
5psiGance Le 3arc� 
����²����
����� apartments anG commercial
$venXe GX *pnpral Ge *aXlle� 
0eXGon� )rance

5(5 & ² 0eXGon 9al )leXry 
from the station EXs no. ��� 
to (glise Ge 0eXGon�la�forrt

� 
%oXlogne�%illancoXrt� 
5psiGence GX 3oint�GX�JoXr� 
����²����
����� apartments anG commercial
5Xe 1eXve 6aint�*ermain� 
����� %oXlogne�%illancoXrt� )rance

�� minXtes walN from 0etro �� 
0arcel 6emEat to 5Xe 1eXve 
6aint�*ermain

1 
3antin� 5psiGence 9ictor�HXgo� 
1955–1957
��� apartments anG commercial
��� $venXe Jean Lolive� 
����� 3antin� )rance

� minXtes walN from 0etro �� eglise 
Ge 3antin to $venXe Jean Lolive

2 
0ontroXge� 5psiGence %Xffalo� 
����²����
��� apartments anG commercial
$venXe )ort� 
����� 0ontroXge� )rance

�� minXtes walN from 5(5 %� 
Laplace to $venXe )ort

&licN here for an interactive map

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1lceYkrCPup7bLxm6_yDR-5ZdHaA9AQc0&ll=48.840456354142844%2C2.3175477500000286&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1lceYkrCPup7bLxm6_yDR-5ZdHaA9AQc0&ll=48.840456354142844%2C2.3175477500000286&z=12
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      Local Heroes is an initiative of Office Winhov in memory of Joost Hovenier 
who was always targeting new perspectives.

Local Heroes  2

&ontact

Office Winhov� www.winhov.nl

&olophon

Writer� 8ri *ilaG
3hotography� 8ri *ilaG� 
3aXl .XitenEroXwer� Joost Hovenier� 
Jan 3eter WingenGer
'esigner�eGitor� .aren Willey

'isclaimer

7his pXElication is maGe for 
eGXcational pXrposes. We trieG 
to get in toXch with the Gifferent 
soXrces of the materials. 
5each oXt if we misseG yoX.

)ernanG 3oXillon� ����²����.

&licN here to visit the weEsite 
of the )ernanG 3oXillon $ssociation

%ooNs �selection��

7he Eest EooN for a 3oXillon trip� 
Fernand Pouillon, Architecte, Pantin, 
Montrouge, Boulogne-Billancourt, 
Meudon-La-Foret �)rench�� 
JacTXes LXcan� (Gitions 3icarG 
,6%1 �������������

Fernand Pouillon, Architetto delle 
200 colonne �,talian�)rench�� 
%ernarG )eli[ 'XEor� (lecta 
,6%1 �������������� �)rench�
(lacta ,6%1 ������������� �,talian�

Fernand Pouillon, architecte 
méditerranéen �)rench�� 
Jean�LXcien %onillo� (Gitions 
,mEernon� ,6%1� �������������

Fernand Pouillon, New Foudation 
of the city, New foundation of 
a discipline. �(nglish�� $lEerto 
)erlenga �in the EooN 0oGern 
&ities Ey Jean�)rancois LeMeXne�� 
3rinceton $rchitectXral 3ress 
,6%1 �������������

Rationalistischer Klassizismus 
in Frankreich, Auguste Perrret 
und Fernand Pouillon als 
Stadtebauer �*erman�� 9ittorio 
0agnago LampXgnani �in his 
EooN Die Stadt im 20. Jahrhundert� 
page ����� 9erlag WachenEach 
,6%1 �����������������

Fernand Pouillon in Algier �*erman�
Jean�LXcien %onillo� Bauwelt
�������� page �� �7hemanXmmer 
StadtBauwelt Algier)

Fernand Pouillon, Le Corbusier 
und andere �*erman�� Jean�LXcien 
%onillo� Bauwelt ������� page ���� 
�7hemanXmmer StadtBauwelt 
Marseille)

Stones Of The Abbey / Les Pierres 
Sauvages �5oman in (nglish�
)rench�� )ernanG 3oXillon� HarcoXrt 
,6%1� ���������� �(nglish eGition�� 
(Gitions GX 6eXil� ,6%1� 
������������� �)rench eGition�

Mémoires d’un architecte �)rench�� 
)ernanG 3oXillon� (Gitions GX 6eXil 
,6%1� ��������������

http://fernandpouillon.com/
http://fernandpouillon.com/



